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Who departed this Life July ad, 1764, r 
| Year of his Age. 


chad the Lord's-Day after his Funeral, 


1 — ERIN 
By Jamts Dana, A. M. 
- Paſtor of the Firſt Church in Fallingford, 


E wg £3 
e ee | 
Divinely beam on his exalted ſoul ; 

Deſtruction gild, and crown him for the ficies, 

With incommunicable luſtre bright. Dr. Touns. 
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| Marr, XXV. 41. 


His Lord ſaid unto him, Well done thou good and ſank 
ful ſervant ; thou haſt been faithful over a few thi 
1 will make thee ruler over many — A * 
aa, Joy. of thy Land.! 


1 


rY > 


with the very _ 
melancholly e which the provi- 
4 dence of God this day calls me to take 
SEA; Tpecial' notice of ; nor do I queſtion * - 
9 that you at once ſee the propriety of the 
: words Juſt read, as the foundation to a 
nn They are contained in our Saviour's 
E of the talents, and exhibit the honor and reward _ 
will finally advance ſuch to, as have improved their 
talents well. He that received five talents, came and 
brought other five, ſaying, Lord, thou deliveredſt unto. 
me five talents; behold, I have gained beſides them five 
talerits more. His Lord ſaid unto Bim, Well done, thou _ 
good and faithful ſervant ; thou baſt been faithful over a 
few things, I will make thee ruler over many things : _ 
OST RL Lord. | Wl 
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When I have deſcribed the good and faithful ſervant, 
I ſhall point out his reward ; then add ſome uſeful 
reflections, which the ſubject may ſuggeſt ; and, 


laſtly, apply it to the very affecting, awakening pro- 
vidence that gave occaſion to it. 


Fidelity in general pre · ſuppoſes ſome truſt committed; 
the ſubject of which, nat being the original proprietor, 
has not the arbitrary, abſolute diſpoſal of what ! 
ſeſſes; yet as he received it from another at firſt, he is 
accountable for the uſe of it, and obliged to improve it 
to the particular purpoſes for which it was betruſted with 
him. He is but a ſteward ; Now it is required in ftewards 
that a man be found faithful. 1 Cor. iv. 2 
Qur natural talents, our external and acquired advan- + 
tages, all proceed from “ the giver of every good and 
perfect gift. What have we that we did not receive! 
what, that we may properly call our own! The Father 
of our reaſonable and immortal ſpirits, and former of our 
bodies, (of whom, and through whom, and to whom 
are all things) affords us all the means of intellectual and 
moral improvement all the means and opportunities of 
uſefulneſs —and both diſpoſes and aſſiſts men to make a 
good uſe of their capacity and influence, or any external 
advantages put into their hands. 
Farther, both natural and providential gifts are vari- 
oufly. diſtributed ; ſome having * five talenta, others two, 
others but one: Natural and revealed light are commu- 
nicated in different degrees. The \circumftances, under 
which Pagans, Jews and Chriſtians are placed, differ 
widely. They that enjoy the Chriſtian revelation have 
it in very different degrees of clearneſs. Particular per- 
ſens alſo, under the ſame general circumſtances, are va- 
rivuſly furniſhed for improvement in knowledge and vir- 
tue, power and riches z and in general, for being uſeful 
ia che world in different relations and capacities While 
ſome are qualified to be ſerviceable in divers important 


(5) 


relations others can occupy but a bade nnd inferior 
though neceſſary one. 5 
— of this various diſtribution of the gifts of 
God among his creatures of mankind, no other account” 
can, or need, be given than this, Even fo, Father, for 
ſo it ſeemed good in 205 fight. The ſovereign owner of 
11 things may diſpenſe his favors as he pleaſes, without 
acquainting us with the reaſons of his proceedings. May 
be not do what he will with his own It is a — . 
full vindication of divine providence to obſerve that 
where greater light and advantages are communicated, 
greater duty and higher ſervices are required; where the 
advantages of knowledge and improvement are rony . 
ratively ſmall, the duty required is 1 
Agreeable to that approved rule,+ Unto — much 
is given, bim ſball be much required: And to mb 
men have committed much, of him they will aſt the more. 
If there be firſt a willing mind, it is accepted according 10--- 
tbat @ man hath, and not according to — be bath n. 
But whether we have little or much, fidelity i _— 
required of us. For the ſingle talent is not to be 'wrap'd d 
up in a napkin any more than the five: — — * 
be proſtituted to expreſsly vicious. | As ever 
one will be impartially dealt with at the day of retribution, 
ſo he that has received leaſt can have no better excuſe ſor 
being inactive, or the gifts of God beſtowed 
on him, than he that has received mu. 
The forcgoing obſervations, clearly ſuggeſted by the 
parable, will be helpful in the pro deſeription of the 
« good and faithful ſervant.” ichout aiming to be 
very particular on a ſubject ſo general and extenſive, ir 
may be remarked, that notwithſtanding 'the original fa- 
culties, tempers and endowments, or the education and 
outward advantages of mankind, are almoſt. infinitely 
various; yet ſome. things may be ſaid,” which are equally 
deſcriptive of every good and faithful ſervant,” e his 
talents, tation, or advantages what they will. * 
e 


} Matt. xi, 26. | xx. 15. + Luke xii. 48. 2 Cor. viii 12. 
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The te 200d and faithful ſervant,” then, conſiders all 
his endowments and enjoy ments as the gifts of God —all 
his abilities of doing good as ſo many betruſtments, for 
which he is accountable to the Maker and Lord of heaven 
and earth that he is not his own, but bound indiſpenſi- 
bly co glorify God with his body and ſpirit, which are 
the Lord's. 1 He has ia thankful, lively ſenſe of the 
bounty of his ſovereign Lord and owner in furniſhing him 
r ty of being and doing, as well as enjoying 


— —— that the gifts of nature and pro- 
arc 


freely diſpenſed, to be improved in the ſer- 
vice, and to the honor, of the great Author of them, 


who has made his reaſonable creatures accountable. + He 
therefore neglects not to cultivate and improve his talents: 


Moch he he preſume to make them ſubſervient to 


any carnal, ſecular views'; but lays out himſelf to promote 
the glory of God, and welfare of mankind, prefent and 
future, to the utmoſt of his power in his — and by 
ſuch means, as the great law of reaſon, and of the goſpel, 
out to him. He eſteems the ſervice of his Lord 


highly reaſanable, and accounts it his honor and felicity 


to be employed in it. Hence he is not flothful in buſineſs, - 
as one that hates his maſter, and the work aſſigned him: 
But like one that loves his work, and reverences the maſ- 
ter he ſerves, he is fervent in ſpirit ui and active, 
that his work may be done in ſeaſon: Nor does he per- 
form it in a careleſs, ſuperficial manner, but labours to 
have it well done, being inſpi 
the honor and intereſt of his Lord. He fills up his time 
with work, and has top ſtrong an affection to his Lord 
and Maſter to grow weary of his ſervice. He abides in 
his own ſtation of life, regularly and faithfully diſchargi 
the duties of it; uſing his talents for the good of a4 
men, eſpecially ſuch as are of the houſhold of fait.“ 
He conſiders eſpecially the high privilege of enjoying the 
goſpel which brings the knowledge of ſalvation, and | 


I x cor. vi. 19, 20 | ® Row, 11. 


with a warm zeal for 


14 9: 1 | 
provide ſuch ecu mean r 


lays ſuch a firm foundation for the preſent, peace. and fg- 
rag hops of paſtes 2 e He the 6pr- | 
; ent obligations. it induces upon him; be 
95 approves and 


and practi ſes the things that are 

Pan in the 228 of gbtecufseg, conformable to 
the 996.909 the. grams, nnn, 
bringing this ſalvation. “ 

It is implied in what bes been now. ſaid, that the good. 
and Facthfal ſervant. Lay actuated by the worthieſt, even 
evangelical motives. ,, What he = ſupremely, and ulti- 
mately in view is the approbation of his Lord, © wha tries 
the reins. and hearts. “ His words and actions agree to 
the ſentiments and diſpoſition of his mind. He remem- 
bers 98188 he acts under the immediate inſpection of a Be 
in knowledge, and of perfect moral reitude ; 

_—_ 14752 an exe} account of his ſervants, .and-ren- 
der to them accordin Sto what they have, or might, or 
would have done. — habitually with religious te- 


ference to that day of , when he mult give 
account of his —— day, when every kind 
and degree of unfaithfulneſs, finally in, will be 


diſcloſed—when the wicked and ſlothful ſervant will have 
no diſguiſe or pretence, under which to conceal or excuſe 
himſelf. He uſes no arts to evade the ſenſe of his duty z 
but, in the expectation of a righteous judgment, ſtudies 
to ſhew himſelf approved unto God,” a a good ſteward: of 
the talents committed to him. What he does is in the 
integrity of his heart, as to the Lord, not to men, 
« It. is a ſmall thing with him to be j Pax tar Popes we 
ment,” May his fidelity be approved by the jud 
of that Being who cannot err, and “ is no ref] of 
perſons,” bel is not greatly concerned what men may ſay 
of hem, CH Py 2 He rat ih A ſteady courſe of 
oing and ſuffering his Lord's will; maintaining an in- 
derbe regard to the intimations of his pleaſure, in the 
wit of the moſt alluring temptation; when beſt with 


+ Phil, i. 10, 11. „ Tit, l. 11, 36--+ Rev. i. 23 | x Cor. .,. 


x bo way of the goſpel ; hoping for the divine acceptance 


% 1% 2 


dangers, and ſeverely tried—reſolving * till he dies not 
to remove his integrity from him; bearing injuries and 
"'reproaches with meekneſs and patience ; acquieſcing in 
- the "allotments df the © alwiſe governor and if poſer of 
events; ſuperior to the applauſe, unawed by the terror 
of the hens ſupported and animated amidft the revo- 
lutions, — and diſappointments, and all the trouble- 
ſome paſſages of life, by the powerful grace of God, who 
„will not ſuffer his Af. to be tempted above what 
they are "able**$—by N faith in the great and precious 


not on the footing of "hs imperfect ſervices, as chough 
they were meritorious, or as though he were not indebted 
to the grace of God for his attainments, but) thro” the 
appointed and only mediator and ſacrifice, which he eſ- 
teems a glorious diſplay of the immerited, rich and eſſen- 
: tial'mercy of God. Deeply ſenſible of his own unwor- 
-thineſs and moral impotency, his hope and confidence is, 
"that God will not enter into Ari judgment; and, with 
-the chief of 'the apoſtles, he e Through 
che grace of God I am what Jam; and this grace, which 
Bo eee e was not in vain.“ ““ 
- Theſe are the conſiderations and motives which 555 
ence the good and faithful ſervant. The 
of fidelity is uniform and fixed: Tis the Lane in all in all 95 
Fairhful, how different ſoever their reſpective talents and 
"Improvements are, For he that is faithful in little, will 
be faithful alſo in much ; and he that is unjuſt in the leaft, 


it ust alſo in much, He that, from a view to the 


honor and approbation of God, from a ſenſe of his own 
-accountableneſs, i is faithful to one, and that a low truſt; 
will, from the ſame principle, be faithful ta other and 
higher truſts yea, to every betruſtment. But take away 
this principle, Ia regard to the deity] and the very Mr 
dation of fidelity is deſtroyed : Take this away, and *tis 
fa precarious whether a man will approve himſelf faith- 
ul in ay fingle reſpect or relation z whether WER 


e 5, 6. $ x Cor, xX. 13 [ebap. x7. 10. Flake mig 


| ( 9: Þ-7 
in what he ſays and profeſſes; whether he will fulfil his 
engagements; whether he will be faithful-to thoſe with 
whom he has any civil commerce to his own friends 
to thoſe of : his own houſe - or even to himſelf. For he 
that is Uhfaithful to God, and his fellow -· men, can be no 
friend to himſelf.” 5 wer worſt oy: is neareſt home -in | 
his own breaſt. £24: 0 eb 1 736 
But it will Nuftrare, md. codficnt, the' gevenal.atcount . 
already given of the good. and faithful ſervant, to take a 
view of him in ſome particular relations of life. | | 7 1 
Let us firſt contemplate him in the relation of a parent. 
[His children he knowvare committed to his immediate 
guardianſhip. He conſiders the truſt as very ĩmportant 
and ſacred, fince their: welfare, in time and throughout 
eternity, may depend not a little on the manner of his 
educating them. He is therefore faithful to inſtruct and. 
govern them as their age and temper require; to keep 
them from looſe and vain companions z to correct them 
according to bis. beſt diſcretion for ſuch crimes as call for 
it ; to ſeek direction from above how to order them; to 
pray with and for them; to let them all ſee the light of his 
good example; and in all reſpects to conduct towards 
them with parental tenderneſs, that he may fully convince 
them he deſires, and could rejoice in, nothing ſo mou 
as to ſee them * walk in the truth.!“ 

In the relation of a child, he is very dutiful e- 
ſpectful 356 honoring his parents in the Lord,“ by re- 
ceiving their inſtructions—hearkning to their counſels, 
i reproofs— ſubmitting to their authority, with 
which God and nature have inveſted them: In fines: his 
returns of filial reſpe& and reverence for their parental 
care, proceed from a ſenſe of duty to God, who placed 
him in this relation, as well as gratitude totem. in 

As a naſter, he is juſt and kind; © forbears threatning z* 
gives to his ſervants what is equal, and exacts no more 
of them. He remembers that he © alſo has a maſter in 
Ur- 5” and expects to be fexed, and honored by his 
| B ſervants 
1 o joln4r. * Eph. vi. 1. 5 ver 9. 


ie) 
ſervants do longer than he himſelf reverences that Being 
Who has an unalienable right to our beſt ſervice. 

Aga ſervant, he is obedient to his earthly maſter ; 
eoncerned for his intereſt and honor; ſerves him in 
ge how heart, not with — ye cu 
Hereto confidering, that © whatſoever 
any man doth, the ſame ſhall he receive of the Lord, 
whether he be bond or free.” ver ver. 5---8. 

Is he a mriniter of Chriſt, and Rewand of the myſte- 
nes of God 7 his great concern is to geach. his Mack. 5 tbe 
good knowledge of the Lord; 'to © give every one his 
4 as becomes a wiſe. and faithfal 
 thouſholder.+ He does © not wallein crafrineſk nor-han- 
dle the word of God deceitfully; but ſeeks to commend 
himſelf to every man's conſcience in the ſight of God, by 
manifeſtation of the truth." As he keeps back nothing 
profitable,” ſo he does not purale bia hearers with dio 
unint ſpeculations. He is an example to the 
flock,“ and * watcheth for fouls as one that muſt give 
account; ia every dig taking heed to'the winiiry i 
has received of the Lord, to fulfil it and animated in 
his work from à warm zeal for Chriſt, and affectionate 
concern for the ſalvation of men. 

View him as a civil ruler : He is careful to come up 
to that character, He that rules over men muſt rule in 
the fear of Cod. He diligently ſtudies the duty of his 
ſtation, and ſteadily keeps in view the great end of all 
authority among men, that we may be under ad vantage 
to © lead quiet and lives ia all godlineſs and ho- 
neſty.“ When he has any concern in making laws, the 
only enquiry with him is, what laws are juſt and equal— 
ſuited to the circumſtances and neceſſities of the commu- 
nity. And in' the exerciſe of the authority repoſed in 
hien, he is juſt and faithful: He encourages and protects 
the uſeful — of the common-wealkh, — honors 
the laws by his own example. He © bears not the ſword 
eee but is a terror to evil-doers,” He frowns on 
wickedneſs, 


+ Luke vii 42, l xxiii. 3. 
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wickedneſs, confuſion and diſorder, and promotes pes 
virtue and good manners. He dare 1 power | 
lodg*d-with him; as a means of injuring or oppre 
any man: He has toa great revetence of ole oa of 
to proſtitute it to ſuch execrable purpoſes. 
In judging civil cauſes, neither intereſt, prijicieng 
ſſion, nor any populat views, pervert his 
He will not juſtify the wicked for reward, and condemmn 
the juſt”; but ſhuts his hand from taking a bribe, and 
with an honeſt ſcorn-and indignation baniſhes from his 
preſence the man that dare tender one. Far from being 
corrupted by flattery, or terrified by human greatneſs, 
he © honors'not the perſon of the mighty, nor countenan- 
ces a poor man in a matter of civil right. He is inflexi- 
bly impartial-out of reverence to thatbeing, *who accept- 
eth not the perſon of princes, nor regards the rich any 
more than — one le puts on righteouſneſs; and it 
e Wen a robe and a diadem : 
He delivereth the poor that cry, the fatherleſs alſo, and 
fuch as have none to help them. The cauſe he knows 
not, he ſearches out. He breaks the jaws of the wicked, 
and plucks the ſpoil out of his teeth. 90 
Whatever office he ſuſtains in the church or common 
wealth, he aims to underſtand the duties of it to be and 
to do what that obliges him, that he may be uſeful in his 
place, according to his beſt ability. 
Is he poſſeſs d of riches ? he conſiders whence they 
come, and for what end they were given; that he is not 


the abſolute proprietor of them, but a ſteward ; that there- 


fore he has no right to waſte, or hoard them up. * He 
diſperſes abroad, and gives to the poor.” The bleſſing 
of many ready to periſh comes upon him, and he cauſetn 
the widow's heart to ſing for joy.” He endeavors to or- 


der his ſecular buſineſs ſo as to employ many of the poor 
in honeſt labor. He diſtributes liberally to ſchemes (f 
Public utility the encouragement of manufactures, arts 
mw” ſciences ; the promotion of chriſtian knowledge, and 


B 2 deccnt 
® Job xxix. 132. 


(( 13: ) 
deeent fupport--of the public worſhip of God, and the 
like. - What he principally values his wealth for, is, that 
it enlarges his opportunity of doing good; and in the 
diſtribution. of his public or more private charity, a ſin- 
cere, ſupreme regard to the honor of God and good of 
men is his governing principle and motive. 

If endow'd with a /uperior genius, or under ſpecial ad- 
vantages for improving in uſeful knowledge; he remem- 
bers who it is that makes him to differ, that he has 
nothing but what he receiv*d? from the father of lights, 
and fountain of wiſdom ; that his diſtinguiſhed talents and 
opportunities are given in order to his being proportion- 
mw ably uſeful. His endowments don't excite pride and va- 
1 nity in him, and make him look down with ſcorn on his 
fellow creatures below him : He patiently bears with their 
| folly and infirmities ; is ready to inſtruct, counſel and 
tl - adviſe them. To inſtruct the ignorant, and make all 
[ wiſer (as far as lies in his power) in order to. their being 

better, is the height of his ambition. As, he endeavours 
to ſpread uſeful knowledge in general among men, ſo he 
is eſpecially concern'd to make them wiſe to fſalyation.” 

Is he entruſted with any thing that is anotber man's ? 
He does not turn it to his own emolument, or pervert 
it from the uſe to which it was appropriated ; but, as a 
faithful ſteward, applies it to the purpoſes for which it 
was committed to him. He takes no advantage of the 
confidence put in him, unleſs it be to avail himſelf of the 
opportunity hereby given him to promote, in an higher 
degree, the outward- and ſpiritual welfare of his fellow 
men and fellow chriſtians. For the greater ſhare he has 
in their eſteem and confidence, the more he lays himſelf 

out to ſerve them, that their expectations from him may 
not be diſappointed. He never impoſes on the credulity 
of the weak, in any material point : He never betrays 
the intruſted ſecret of his friend, in what he profeſſes 
you may be {ure you have the very ſentiments and feelings 
oC nas + 
onor 


on 
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keeps as much as poſſible gut of the wa. of temptation z 


Ca) 


honor —is, faithful to his engagements—equally ſa whe- 
ther there are, or are not human witneſſes of them: For 
he remembers he has greater witneſs than that, of men. 
Tho? * he ſwear. to his own hurt, he changes not. He 


deliberates before he determines : And having on mature 


conſideration and foretho't ſatisfied , himſelf, he is ſteady 
in his principles and conduct the direct contrary. to the 
double minded man, who is unſtable in all his ways; 

who makes up ajudgment without due conſideration, is 
raſh and haſty in his reſolves, and alters his opinion or 


practice on the moſt trivial occaſions. 


Laſtly, if we conſider the good and faichful ſervant in 
any of the common occupations of life, he is; diligent and 
faithful in his civil calling. He neither * eats the bread of 
idleneſs,” nor fraud. He uſes his beſt {kill in his particu- 
Jar art, and takes no advantage of other men's ignorance 
of it. He does not over- reach or oppreſs in a civil con- 
tract: As a trader, mechanic or CELTS he is in- 
duſtrious and frugal, juſt and faithful. _ , 

You perceive upon the whole, that the good and faith- 
ful ſervant” fills up his particular tation and relations in 
life well, be they higher or lower, more enlarged or con- 
tracted, more or leſs numerous that he is a man of pre- 
vailing integrity—who conſiders that whatever advanta 
ges he enjoys, he muſt account for the uſe of, ere · long 
to the ſovereign proprietor of the univerſe—that he is 
ſuperior to ſecular views—has a real, fixed, ſupream re- 
gard to the approbation and glory of God, which is co- 


incident with the good of man; yea, which he places 


herein—that he is unſpotted from the pallutions of the 


world; unawed by it's tercors ; patient and reſigned un- 


der it's ſufferings—alike cautious of deceiving others, and 
of being deceived himſelf. Being apprized of dangerous 
temptations and trials, his watchfulneſs and virtuous refo- 


lution are rouſed. He indulges not to a careleſs, ſecure 


frame; prepares to meet difficulties and oppoſition ; 
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takes warning from thoſe by which he may have been 
overcome, or greatly in danger and is jealous over 
himſelf with a godly jealouſy.” Conſcious of human 
weaknefs'and depravity, and that the grace of God is his 
only ſecurity, he fervently prays for ſtrength againſt fin 
that his faithful endeavors may be aſſiſted and ſucceeded ; 
and, patiently continuing in well-doing, © his heart is fix- 
ed ruſting i in the Lord.” Pal. 112. 7. 

I have been much longer than was expected in aeſerib- 
ing the good and faithful fervant, and ſhall not therefore 
be lengthy in pointing out his reward; which was the 
next thing propoſed : It is ſignified in the text by the ſen- 
tence of 5 Lord, Well done, thou good and faithful ſer- 
vant, thou baſt been faithful over a few things, I will 
— — 3 over many things : Enter thou into the joy 
Well done, * thou good and faithful ſervant ! What 4 


- farisfaQion muſt it be to the faithful ſervant to be bighly 


approved by the ſupreme Lord, and unerring judge of 
the world! What an honor to have his fidelity publickly 
acknowledged and celebrated by his Lord and jud 
when he on in his glory! How infinitely 1 le 
is the plaudit of him whoſe judgment is accordin 
to the applauſe of ignorant and partial men ! 


goons 


not deſire and prefer the honor that ande God? 


T bou haſt been faithful over a few things, I will make 
thee ruler over many things. Tho? the reward of the faithe 
ful will bear ſome certain proportion to their ſervices, 
compared with their talents and opportunities; yet it will 
exceed all conception and deſert. Deſert, is the reward 
of debt ! Could we mie ſuppoſition, that any — 


9 oe The original word (n) has a | 
what I can cxatly expreſs in Eng It was uſed by euditers 
or /peftator: in any public exerciſe, to expreſs the higheſt ap- 
plauſe, when any part had been excellenth performed. Brave- 
ty done ! comes Gauer, it, but is not equally elegant 
or forcible.” Dompnnper in lee. 


force, far beyond 


(3s ) 


had been ſo faithful as to have done all the things that 
vere commanded him,” and never at aoy time to have 
tranſgreſſed his Lord's will, muſt he not acknowledge 
himſelf an znprofitable ſervant ? Luke 17, 10. And can 
ſuch a ſervant merit from the hand of his Lord ? much 
leſs can thoſe ſervants merit who, have in many things 
tranſgreſſed and failed of their duty ; which is true of the 
beſt and moſt faithful ſervant on earth. Who is there 
that does not deſerve to be beaten with many ſtripes, 12. 
47- rather than to be rewarded ? We muſt acknowledge 
the reward to be of that we are indebted to the 
free bounty, the rich mercy of God, thro Jeſus Chriſt, 
for our expectation of a glorious reward. 

Lt us oblerve the unbounded grace of God to his un- 
worthy, ſinful ſervants : Having been faithful in a,few 
things, they ſhall be made rulers, over many thingz—ad- 
vanced to higher betruſtments, in reward of their fidelity 
to the lower truſt originally committed to them. This 
takes place in part in the preſent ſtate of thing. For 
whoſoever hath, to him ſhall be given, and he ſhall have 
more abundance.'F But the future reward of the faith- 
ful is eſpecially intended in the text, by the figurative 
expreſſion of their being made rulers over many things: 
Agreeable to which are thoſe other repreſentations of 
ſcripture, where it is ſaid, That the ki and domini- 
an, 2 freeing of the kingdom under the whole . 


Ven, be given to the people of the ſaints of the mo 

bigh Gd, whoſe kingdom is an 4 kingdom*—that 
the ſaints ſhall judge the world hall live and reign with 
Chrifti|-that every one that overcometh, Pall fit down 
with him on his throne\—that ſuch as are faithful unto 
death, hall receive a crown of life“ Pall be made kings 
and prieſts unto God +—that the apoſtles of the Lamb 
Hall fit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 
Vrael. * This honor have the Kints OY 


I Matt. 13. 12, * Dan. 7, 27. 6 t. Cor. 6. 3 | Kom..3 17. 
: Ker. 3. 21. 0 2. 10. 7 5. 10. 1 Luke 22, 20, 
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' Moſt of theſe paſſages perhaps primarily relate to ſuck 
as have made eminent attainments under peculiar” trials, 
or perſecution for religion: But they may well enough 
be applied, though in a lqwer ſenſe, to the faithful in ge- 
neral : For if we ſuffer we ſhall "alſo reign with bim.“ 
And in all ages' it is true in a ſenſe; © that through much 
tribulation we muſt enter into the kingdom of God.“ In 
all ages, they who will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus? meet 
with more or leſs unkind and cruel treatment, from the 
openly profane, or ungodly hy pocrites. 
As he that gains five pounds, with ſo many firſt in- 
truſted with him, ſhall be. exalted to a throne 3 fo the 
leaſt and moft deſpiſed ſaint here on earth ſhall be advan- 
ced to honor by the Kking of glory, in that day when man 

of '* the kings of the earth, and of the great, and rich, 
and mighty men,” would be glad to hide themſelves in 
the dens, and in the rocks of the mountains. What 
does it avail to wear a crown, or hold a ſceptre here, if 
ſhame and everlaſting contempt is their only, promotion 
hereafter !* But the faithful ſervant, though he makes his 
way to the kingdom through much tribulation, through 
Teproaches and ſufferings in this world, will have an am- 
ple recotnpence in the © far more exceeding weight of 


, 


glory nen he ſhall appeat before the el and Judge 


of all with * a crown of pure gold on his head“ not a 
zorruptible, but an incorruptible. crown a crown of life 
'—a crown of glory that fadeth not away f What dignity 
and felicity does this imply ! The greater oppoſition antl 
difficulties he has to encounter here, the more highly. will 
he prize his happy ſtate when he * receives'a kingdom 
that ſhall not be moved. 9 


We cannot ſay preciſely what is implied in theſe em- 


* 


blems and. figurative deſcriptions of the glory to which 


the faithful will be exalted * at the appearing and king- 


dom of Jeſus Chriſt; the employments of the heavenly 


ſtate 
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ſtate being ſo much above our comprehenſion. But tho? 
it doth not yet appgar what they ſhall be; yet when - 
be ſhall appear, they.ſhall be like him, and ſhall ſee him 
as he is*$—* ſhall be with him where he is, to behold and 
partake in his glory! hall be received as * joint heirs 
with Chriſt, and be glorified together * with him. f And 
the ſcriptural.deſcriptions produced above clearly imply, 
in general, the greatneſs, perfection and perpetuity of 
their reward. 5 1 nn ' 
Farther, though we are ignorant after what manner 
the ſpirits of juſt men exiſt upon their leaving the body, 
yet we are aſſured in general, that they immediately enter 
into the joy of their Lord. Their full degree of glory 
vill not indeed take place till the redemption of their bo- 
dies from the bondage of corruption, to be faſhioned-like 
the glorious body of their exalted head and redeemer 3 
when they ſhall ſtand compleat in the glorious liberties of 
the ſons of God, and when the ſentence in the former 
part of the text will be pronounced upon them. But 
though this ſentence will not be declared till * the day of 
judgment, and perdition of ungodly men ;* yet the faith- 
ful * enter. into the joy of their Lord” at death : They 
no ſooner die in the Lord, than they are with him in pa- 
-radiſe, ſharing in his joy. This was the caſe with one, 
who, though very unfaithful in his life, was a true peni- 
tent at his death owned Chriſt for his Lord (indeed the 
_ firſt opportunity he had of doing it,) and in circumſtan- 
ces Which leave no room to ſuſpect his ſincerity: To 
whom Chriſt ſaid, This day ſhalt thou be with me in 
paradiſe.'} As this was ſaid before the Son of man was 
glorified, it follows, that he entered into a ſtate of zoy prior 
to his entring into his glory. St. Paul was confident that he 
ſhould be preſent wil h the Lord as ſoon as abſent from the 
. body. . This made him willing to have his carthly taber- 
nacle diſſolved.“ Yea, he had a deſire to depart,' and 10 
he with Chriſt, which is 1 better F f | 


02. 1%; | _ Upon 
. Jobo ii. 2. „ Jobn xen. 24. + Rom. viii, 17. Like 
Rxii. 40— 43. *® Cor. y. 8, + Til, i. 2. 3. 
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Upon the whole, the final rewards of the faithful will 
de more or leſs diſtinguiſhed according to their reſpective 
attainments. They will be judged according to their ta- 
Lena rovements. He that has improved well ten 
talents, ſhall Þave authority over ten cities. he that has 
made a good uſe of five, ſhall have 1. over five 
(Cities. 5 that he that has i ed one, ſhall -in no 
toi ſe loſe: his reward. * As one ftar differeth from ano- 
ther ſtar in glory,” ſo there is — reward of a prophet 
und apoſtle, of a righteous man, and of him that only 


* gives a cup of cold water in the name of a diſciple.” 
T proceed now to ſubjoin ſome uſeful reflections ane 


| to what has been ſaid on the character and reward of tne 


good and faithful ſervant. 

It appears from what has been diſcourſed, that we were 
not made for ourſelves alone. We have various connec - 
tions with our fellow creatures, and different relations in 
ſociety ; are qualified in different reſpects and degrees to 

be belpful to one another; are mutually dependent: 
Conſequently, we are not at liberty to uſe or neglect our 
taſenti, or manage them as we pleaſe. The mutual wants 
of mankind oblige to an interchange of kind offices. He 
that has no deſire, takes no care, to be ſerviceable in his 
Re practically diſowns his relation to ſociety, and can 
have no claim to be treated as a member of it. For how- 
ever true it be, that many do in falt live to themſelves, 
yet no man ought 10 live to hinſelf.* If we are not the 
original proprietors of our reſpective advantages and op- 
portunities; if they are truſts committed to us by the 
nd governor of the univerſe, then we 
are indiſpenſably bound' ro improve them in his ſervice, 
and to the purpoſes of his glory. Did we conſider the 


gifts (natural or providentia}) we have received, as a truſt 


repoſed in us by our common Lord, we ſhould not pre- 
ſume either to hide them in a napkin, or to make them 
ſerve the ends of pride, luxury, or intemperance. To 
let them lie uſeleſs, or r ſquander them away, is a _—_— 


Rom. xiv. 7. 
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abuſe of them; ſince they were given to be improved - 
improved to ſuch certain purpoſes, other than Which we 
have no warrant to apply them to. We are therefore 
cautioned, by the preceding diſcourſe, againſt ſloth and 
indolence on the one hand, and prodigality and intempe- 
rance on the other. Who is there that may not in ſome 
way promote the intereſt of his fellow chriſtians ? If we 
cannot do all the good we would be glad to, we ſhould 
be thankful that it is in our power to do ſo much. And 
when we are aſſured, that the leaſt office of kindneſs, per- 
formed from a right principle of revetence to the deit y, 
and affection to Jeſus. Chriſt, is not forgotten, we ſhould 
not diſdain to ſtoop to the humbleſt offices. 

Farther, to excite, and quicken us to faithfulneſs, it will 
be of uſe often to recollect, that the Lord of heaven and 
earth obſerves what improvement we make of his gifts, 
with a view to call us to account, and render to us ac- 
cordingly; The parable informs us, that * the Lord of 
thoſe-ſervants,to whom the talents were committed, came, 
after a long time, and reckoned with them, We cannot 


tell bote long it will be before our Lord will come and 


reckon. with us. The uncertainty of the time of his com- 
ing is one very good reaſon, why we ſhould be forthwith 
ſtirred up to faithful diligence in his ſervice; leſt when he 
calls for us we be found ſlothful, or waſting his goods, 
Though our Lord is now abſent from us in body, yet he 
cloſely inſpects our behavior, and tries the reins and the 
hearts: He obſerves. whether we arc employed in his 
work, or engaged ia it with due fervor of ſpirit ; or whe- 
ther we loiter away our time, or are ſlothful ; or ſpend 
our ſtrength in the ſervice of his enemies---whether we 


ihcreaſe-or diminiſh his goods. He expects, indeed, no 


profit himſelt by our improvements. All the advantage 
will redound ta ourſelves : For if we approve ourſelves 
faithful in a few things, he will honor us with higher be · 
truſtments. On the contrary, if we prove unfaithiul, 
what hurt do we da him? we are the only 3 
| mee 

+ Job xxxv. 6—8. xxii. 2, 3. 


(200 
Since then we certainly know, that he will come ſooner 
or later to take account of our reſpective enjoy ments and 
improvements, it is a, point of wiſdom to conſider the 
work he has aſſigned us in particular, and to be ſeaſonable 
in our application to it, as the time allowed for Going? tis 
{9 precarious. - 

*arther, as an inducement to an early application to 
religion, this ſubject inſtructs us, that the more ſeaſona- 
ble we are in ſetting about our Lord's work, the greater 
will be our reward, as we ſhall make greater progreſs, 
a9}, reach higher attainments. Let us then be induſtrious 

i prudent : Let us guard againſt the miſpenſe of time. 
Ia us watch, and lay hold of, every opportunity to ſerve. 
Ad and our generation, filling up our time with uſefol- 
neſs. , Let us be ambitious of excelling in divine virtues, 
* I's a noble ambition to labor at * coming behind in no 

good gift. They allo that are diligent and faithful i in the- 
work of the Lord are always ready for his coming. JF 
he come in the ſecond. or third watch, bleſſed" are thoſe 
ſervants ; for they ate prepared to give up their account. 
Again, this ſubjeQ ſhould put us upon examining cloſe- 
ly, whether we have not neglected and finfully abuſed 
9 qur time and talents. Are we not ſelf· condemned? Do 
5 we nat find reaſon to accuſe ourſelves of many inſtances 
and degrees of unfaithfulneſs ? Have we maintained any 
Rroportionable ſoficitude to improve the precious means 
we have had of ailvancing our fouls in divine knowledge, 
holineſs and j Joy, ? of promoting the welfare of our fellow 
creatures in various ways? Can we endure the ſtrict en- 
quiry. of that day when we muſt anſwer for all our privi- 
leges ? * when every work will be brought into judg- 
ment, with every ſecret thing, whether it be good or evil ?? 
when nothing is covered, that ſhall not be revealed ? nor 
hid that hall not be known ? Can we look forward to 
this deciſive day of accounts without any miſgivings ? 
| Let me add, the importance of our placing ourſelves as 
1 beſore the tribunal of our Lord and judge: For what can 
' in Juce us to be füchful, if his fails todo 1 it ? Ms 
. 0 
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- The faithful ſervaat, conſcious of bis. fidelity, has joy 
unſpeakable (even now) in the proſpect of the crown of 
righteouſneſs laid up for him. This reconciles him to the 
ſufferings of life, and makes him willing to when - 
ever his Lord ſhall ſee fit to call him hence. (Thou 
he is willing alſo to continue in the fleſh during Let 
ure, to ſerve the intereſt of religion, do good to 
and brighten his own future crown.) But eſpeci- 
— will the day of retributions be joyful to him, When he 
ſhall be wands es a good and faithful ſervant by a Jigs 
rw RR and. in the view of the, whole uruyerſe. of 
gs 
Does not the time | haſten on when nothing will be. or 
em, of any importance to us, but the approbation of chat 
whoſe we are p. to whom we owe all our powers, 
all our external goods, with the ** of enjoying 
them ? all our fpiritual privileges ? whoſe favor is our 
only hope, as his? loving-kindneſs is To than life.“ 
Are we not then admoniſhed, without delay, to ſeek 55 
face and favor with the moſt arne ſolicitude ? to 
it in the way, and on the terms, irs ne goed. 
| where the only method of reconciliation is revealed 
| ſpace. to make our peace with God is, limited. Death at 
fartheſt puts a period to it: And do. we know the time 
of our death? Ok be far diſtant ? are we not fre- 
quently.admoniſhed of human frailty ? are not lively em- 
blems hereof frequeotly preſented to us ? And ſince we 
ſhall appear in the ſame moral ſlate at judgment as deatli 
finds _ leaves us in, is it not our wiſdom to be con- 
ſtantly employed about our Lord's buſineſs? to be watch - 
and vigorous in it? that whenever our opportunity 
of ſervice {hall be at an end, we may * reſt from our la- 
bors,” and enter into our maſter's joy. 

This, in a judgment of charity, is now, his happy fate, 
whoſe remains we followed to the grave ſorrowiag the | 
laſt week. Methinks, I ſaw the,immortal ſpirit. takes. irs 
« opward flight, to receive the plaudit of it's judge, 
Well done, good and faithful ſervant, i thou haſt been fail b- 
e ful | The 


( a2) 


The high eſteem perſons of — 
us had e WHITTELSEY forbids my 
the leaſt a n, that any will be diſpoſed ering 
me with the dead in what I ſhall-ſay of him : 
E 2 
dare appeal for the truth of to all who were acquainted 
with him. Silence on ſuch an occaſion every one might 
juſtly think inexcuſable : And to mention ſo worthy uſe- 
ful a perfon without particular marks of honor and 8 
would really be worſe chan to be filent. 
Fhbe Lord and — — —— 
to endow him with many excellent talents, whereby he 
was qualified for public uſefulneſs early in life: His na- 
tural diſpoſition was humane and benevolent; his appre - 
henfion quick ; his judgment ſolid. He was well ac - 
irs ie > ant had R ETy of an 
we z a particular ty at diſpatching: 
" buſineſs. Tho' he was rather of 4 facetious, than a 
Go turm x yet his converſation was always free from 
'tles levity, and conformable to the pureſt roles of 
obriety and decorum. While he was condeſcending and 
— ook de perſons. of the loweſt rank; be maintained the 
dignity of his ſtation. He was courteous and hoſpitable 
---a father to the poor, many of hom can bear witneſs! 
ried ter de He ve e plc i an are 
ed liberal things. He was of a pirit z an 
* this ſociety and town, to this country, to all 
man 
You well know be was a man of friſt veracity and 
integrity, fair and juſt in his metcantile employment. 1 
may challenge any man to ſay, whether he ever wrong'd 
kim in trade, or any civil contract- whether he ever de- 
frauded or o the labourer in his wages, or detain- 
ed his dues him, or was hard and cloſe- handed with 


ee be everinured any man in — 
name 


the ſame appeal to you, 1 as Samuel 
of Iſrael? _—— from my 
hood to this day, Behold, — — 
me--- Whoſe ox have I taken ? or whoſe aſs have I taken ? 
or whom have 1 defrauded ? whom have I oppreſſed ? or 
of whoſe hand have I received any bribe to blind mine 
eyes therewith ? and I will reſtore it to you. 
EU Thou 

not defrauded, nor oppteſſed us, neither haſt thou 
taken ought of any man's hands.“ 

His greateſt enemies were fully convinced of, and 
ſometimes had the ingenuity — his ſuperior 
abilities, probity and fidelity z his good underſtanding and 
ready diſcernment in the civil law, (with which he had 
taken laudable pains to acquaint himſelf) and bis ſtriẽt 
regard to it in every caſe brought before him to give 
judgment upon. Nor do I think there is a fingle perſon 
among us but what would as ſoon leave an bone cauſe to 
him, as to any one that can be named. I have heard it 
mentioned, that there never was but one appeal from his 
judgment in the multitude of caſes tried by him; and in 
that inſtance his judgment was eſtabliſhed by the court to 
which the appeal was made. Indeed people of all deno- 
minations had ſuch a perſuaſion of his knowledge in the 
law, and inflexible impartiality in judgment, that they 
againſt whom judgment was given confided in the equity 
or legality of ir, though they might have other apprehen- 
ſions of the caſe before. In critical cauſes, — 
mature and deliberate in making up a judgment; 
ly diffident of himſelf, and ready to aſk counſel hints 
 periors : But in common ones, he needed not to adjourn 
from time to time to aſk advice. 

Though 


II Sam. Xi. 2—4. 


Ci 


Tbdugh he had not the advantage of a liberal educa- 
tion, he had acquired a good knowledge of men and books. 
His opinion and advice were generally conſulted in caſes 
of difficulty: He was inſtrumental in healing many pri- 
vate differences among neigitbours---was much improved 
in arbitrations, and ſertling matters of civil intereſt, and 
in draughting civil inſtruments. As the town improved 
him to repreſent them at the General Court for many 
years ſucceſſively, ſo he appeared in that capacity to ad- 
vantage, and acquired great reputation among the mem- 
bers of that Aſſembly. An aged and honorable coun- 
ſellor informs, that gentlemen of the firſt diſtinction in the 
government ſpake of him with particular marks of eſteem: 
And his being frequently employed to confer on the af- 
fairs of the government did him honor, as it manifeſted 
the opinion the repreſentative body of the people had of 
his capacity and fidelity. Nor do I know any man that 
promiſed fairer for preferment in the government. 
As he was a good and faithful ſervant * of the pugyit, 
ſo you, my brethren, are witneſſes, that he ever ſought 
the welfare of bis ſociety in particular According to 
his beſt ability, he laid himſelf out to promote order, union 
and peace, virtue and the intereſt of religion among us. 
Ia the various truſts where with you were pleaſed to honor 
him, he approved himſelf faithful. The fhare he had in 
your affection and eſteem was fully manifeſt, not only in 
his laſt-ſickneſs, and at his death and burial ; but in your 
general treatment of him while going in and out among 
you (for which you have the thanks--the hearty thanks, 
of his mourning relatives.) Nor can I think your regards 
were miſplaced : For may I not ſay of him as St. Pax! 
did of Timotheus? You © had no man like-minded, who 
- naturally cared for your ſtate.* He was not one of thoſe, 
who (as the Apoſtleadds) * ſeek their own things.“ His 
£4 ĩaclination to ſerve you in your civil and religious intereſts 
I . was as good as his ability. Like © Mergecai, who was 
| great among the Jews, and accepted of the multicude 5 
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in his conduct; of fortitude and ſtability of mind—meckly 
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his brethren, | he foright the wealth: of his people 3" ſpeaks 
ing peace to all* who bad recourſe ta him. the wat 
always ready. to give his- advice-and aſſiſtance to ſuch as 
needed and requeſted it L was a principal fuppartet of good 
order among us—frowned upon Sole immorahties and 
was & terror to evil-doers.“ He ſcatteted the wicked 
with his eyes: When the eye faw: him it gave witneſs to 
kim; and when the ear heard him, then it hleſſed him.“ 
And no maryel, for when the nen are in-authort+ 
55 the people tej oice.. . 8111 

He never practiſed any mean am to riſe to knee 
among you: He heartily ſcorned: then, an the Heels 
men that uſe them. The truſts repoſed in him were all 
ynſolticited---conferred. out of pure reſpett to his merit; 
And ſo far way he: from caking a gain of his public os 
private ſervices, that you are ſenſible he was ready to fore 
80 his private intereſt to be helpful to you. Nor vas he 
duced, hereto from views of popular applauſe :| Hemwas 

fior to fuck low motives. 80 far as we are capable 


of zudging, the conſiderations that prevailed in his miud 
were reverence and canrude to that Being who qualified 


him to be uſeful. 

He was, you well know, a conſtant devout attendang 
on the public worſhip of God, and ordinances of the goi- 
poly: Nor was he leſs careful to maintain the worſhip. of 

in his family, To compleat his character, he was a 
on of unaffected piety and folid virtue; catholic and 
eady in his — principles, uniform and conſiſtent 


patient under peculiar trials. Ia one word, he was a juſt 
and good man, one that feared God, and gave much 
alms to the people; and of good en among.” thoſe 
that knew him. 

He departed in a good hope of obtaining mercy ibis 
the blood of the everlaſting covenant. 


And now, my brethren of this church ac and congrega- | 


den. how great 18 the loſs which the. town in general; and 
0 we 
Eſch. x. 9. . 11. + Prev. Ai, 2. 20. 8, 
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we in fpecial, have ſuſtained ! A moſt uſeful, exemplary, 
faithful man'is taken from us. You had great dependance 
upon him: Your eyes were very much to him to lead 
and conduct in your public affairs, and to aſſiſt you in 
your more private, perſonal concerns. In the ordinary 
courſe of things, he might have been ſpared many years, 
to have been farther and more extenſively ſerviceable: 
For he had as it were but juſt entered on public uſeful- 
neſs ; though he did much in a ſhort time. But it has 
pleaſed the Sovereign of life to remove him from his ſer- 
vices here on earth, in the midſt of his days, and the 
higheſt expectations of his friends: And we have reaſon 
to think he is entred into the joy of our Lord tranſlated 
to higher and mote important ſervices, as he was diligent 
and faithful in improving his talents in the world. = 
For ourſelves, who * ſhall fee his face no more,“ we 
have reaſon to be deeply humbled under this remarkable 
frown of: providence 4 (for as ſuch we ought to view it. 
When God removes from a place thoſe who were emin 

bleſſings in it, and in the midſt of life, is there not a 
cauſe? Let us be humbled under the mighty hand of God. 
Let us enquire what we have done to provoke him to viſit 
vs with this ſore rebuke. The proſpect before us is gloo- 
my. There is danger ſome may be diſpoſed to diſtufb 
dur peace, and ſcatter you abroad. Beware of giving 
heed to any who would unſettle your minds. Let us 
pray earneſtly to God, that no root of bitterneſs may ſpring 
up among us. Let each one reſolve to ſtudy the things 
that make for peace. Let us ſeek to the great repairer 
of breaches to find out, and raiſe up, a man to make up 
the hedge, and Rand in the gap *—to encourage religion, 
virtue and good order, and diſcountenance profaneneſs, 
roſs immoralities and diſorders. Let us not diſhonor 
in this day of our afflition, but patiently ſubmit to 
his providence : For we muſt juſtify it in all events. Tho 
clouds and darkneſs are round about him *---though his 
Jaudgments are à great qeep; yet © his ways, which 
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are” vaſt finding out, are juſt and true“ To us the dif-. 
penſation is unſearchable, that a man ſo bighly eſteemed, 
of ſuch „ ſo well diſpoſed, and ſo: much needed; = 
ſnould be taken 1 early in life, and in the prime 
of his uſefulneſa. But, no doubt, there are wiſc and good 
reaſons for it. The Lord God omnjpotent,”: infititely 
wiſe, and all perfect rejigneth,* and. ſitteth king forever. 
Let us not preſume to cenſure. bis ptoxidence but be 
thankful that he continued his ſervant ſo long among us, 
and tliat he obtained: mercy to be ſo, good and 12 
ſervant. $ Let us ſearch and try our waye, and turn 
again to the Lord confeſſing our ſins; acknowledging 
the righteouſneſs of his judgments and truſting his pra: 
vidence and grace to make up out ward loſſes, and 8 
this heavy ſtroke to the ſociety, town and colony 
May you; honour d Madam, in particular, have ir 
ſanctiſied to you. You have loſt a lovely: fon, who you 
hoped. would be a ſtaff of your age.“ But his God, and 
the God of your fathers, liveth—whoſe providential carę 
you have had large experience of, from your childhood 
till now of whoſe mercy you are yet living, and not left 
deſtitute of dutiful, affectionate children; who will do all 
in their power to eaſe your byrthen, allevine your grief, 
and render your declining days comfortable. Be thank: 
ful, Madam, that God gave you ſuch a ſon - that he was 
ſpared fo long made ſuch a comfort to you, and ſo great 
a bleſſing to As place, and in his 8 that 
you have ſo good hope concerning him. I rejoiee that 
you-endure the trial wich ſo much calmneſs, fortitude and 
reſignation : As ſtreams are cut off, you will have re- 
courſe to the fountain: May God almighty bleſs and ſup- 
port you | May you be waiting patiently the few remain- 
ing days you have to live on earth ; and, being found 
PROT" unto death, enter * the joy of your Lord. Pas 
G | 
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And may the God of all cot ſolation comfort the ſur 
wing brethren and ſiſters under this bereavement, and 


wvidence. May a double portion of che excellent ſpi 
dwelt in their dear brother reſt on them. May they 
act their reſpective parts as worthily on the ſtage of life 
as he did. Mar that harmony, friendſhip, and af- 
fectionate brotherly love, which it has been their honot 
and happineſs to maintain, ſtill continue. And may they 
ſeveralſy be found diligent and faithful in their Lord's 
buſineſs whenever they ſhall be called off the ſtage. | 
For theſe brethren who have the honor to be employed 
in the work of the gofpel miniſtry, j we can deſire nothing 
detter, than that, as wiſe and faithful ſtewards over the 

houſe of God, they may * give every one his portion in 
Aue ſeaſon, may be wiſe to win ſouls,“ and watch 


ſot them as thoſe that mult give account.“ + Bleſſed is 


doing.“ 21% 
The providence which gave occaſion to the preceding 
diſcourſe, affords ſpecial iaſtruction to the ee 
Nou ſee that in the midſt of life, we are in deatb. V e, 
ds Well as the perſon -whoſe death? we are now deplorig, 
may te eut dom in our * full Rrengtty* while our *broafts 
are full of mile, and our bones moiſtned with-marrow.? 
y who afe flouriſming in full Hife and vigor, who have 


the ffemeſt conſtitution, are not lefs Hable to the ſtroke 


of death than thoſe whoſe *'ſtrength'is labor and ſorrow.” 
We hid exbibited to us examples of both theſe the laſt 
week.” For the day after we paid the laſt office of affec- 
tion and reſpect to our dear friend who died in the midf 
vf life, we were called to attend the funeral of a very aged 
petſon—“ a widow of about fourſcore* and two * years 
old. which ſerved Gd with taſtings and prayers, night 
end day *—who was generally reported to be a pious, 
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exernplary, ſincere Chriftian 3 
time been expecting and longing her departure. 8 
that the providence of God to thaſe in the decline: 
and thoſe in the midft of life. It is an admonitian to both 
theſe ages of perſons among us, to exerciſe greatet vigir 
lence and fidelity in improving the talents committed in 
them ——— time, and double their diligence. 
—to fill up their places and relations of life as becomes 
thoſe ſervants who expect to give an aceount . to he above 
all things ſtudious to appro hobo to the Lord and 
Judge — all and to and with their loins girded, as 
men expecting the coming, of their Lord. 

Wherefore, * let not the rich man glory in hs riches, 
n might. But 
him that glorieth glory in this, that he underſtandeth and 
bona and humbly ſerveth, the abſolutely. perfect 
Deing; whom to reſemble is our higheſt honor and foli- 
— 2 we can reſemble in more thun in 

1 the welfare of mankeind in every Doble ways 
Or, i in other words, being good an faithful jarnents, | 
Let us be put upon recollefting hom much time bag 
— 3 — which ſhould have been. employed in be 
ſervice of our Lord and maſter 3 hom dle hd e b 
done in the world compared with hat we | 
done; How many have been/bitherto! wicked and nh. 
ful, inſtead of good and faithful ſeruants ? Let the dime 
paſt ſuffice, wherein our prerious advantages hae enn 
neglecded or abuſed ; and let usch hencefarmard arguntr 
ſpect, diligent and fervent in 9 's\work+—* ne 
ſtedfaſt, immoveable, always abounding in the wok of 
the Lord: Forasmuch as we knam that our labor {ball 
not he in vain in the Lord. | 

May neither old nor young preſume . or ſock 
ſausfaRtion in any of the eajoyments|ef. it. How vrry 
feeble and uncertain is all human depenſlance i how Empty = 
and fleeting our deareft comforts! What ignorance and 
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chat I had too great dependance on my faithful friend, and 
brother in affinity, ** whoſe ſudden ruſn from life's meri- 
dian joys has at once cut off my pleaſing hopes. There 
Aa — a dhechad 3 But my friend is re- 
moved far from — rat 1 would not, how- 
ever,cenſure the adminiſtration of himithat is moſt juſt !— 
dut deſire humbly to reverence and adore that Being — 
ways are paſt finding out ; and to receive the admonition 
to cultivate a more intimate friendſhip with him. 
To conclude, may the late affecting providence make 
fuitable-i on every one here preſent. rd 
— teach — iy; 5 vanity: at his b 


—— of — grace, not to removes 
our integity from us till we die.. Let us be followers {| 
of all them, who through faith and patience inherit the 
Promiſes. Eſpecially (fur our direction and imitation in 
5 — let us keep in view the pers 
fect pattern and example of our bleſſed Lord, © the author 
and finiſher of / our faith, who was faithful to bim that 
Bim ho looked not on his oN things; but 
on the things of :0zbers*—*© ho being in the — of 
God, -humbled himſelf to the form of a ſervant; in the 
hkeneſs of men, for our ſakes. A conſciouſneſs that 
we have well improved our talents and — 
muſt be a ground of perpetual 
ſerenity and hope in the hour of death. If we tv fond 
ſerving and imitating our Lord, we ſhall enter into his 
Joy immediately upon our diſmiſſion hence : And at the 
important day, when Yo ſhall come to reckon with his 
| ſeryants, ſhall be able to * give up our account with joy. 
and, through the infinite mercy of God, and merits of 
our Saviour, receive the ſentence, Well done, goad and 
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